Newsletter Friday 17 July 2020

Welcome to the weekly St James’ newsletter.

The collect and readings for the sixth Sunday after Trinity
Creator God,
you made us all in your image:
may we discern you in all that we see,
and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Romans 8.12-25
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also
be glorified with him.
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of
the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the
will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We
know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do
not see, we wait for it with patience.
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43
He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.”
The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied,
“No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of

them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect
the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my
barn.” ’
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ He answered, ‘The one who
sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.
Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in
the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

Sunday services 19 July
Please be aware that if you wish to attend either the 10.00am or 11.00am eucharist you
must book each week via the Eventbrite website.
Here are the links for this Sunday (they went live at 9.00am on Thursday 16 July):
10am
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-james-church-weybridge-10am-holy-eucharist-19-july2020-tickets-113371858280
11am
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-james-church-weybridge-11am-holy-eucharist-19-july2020-tickets-113371689776
If you cannot access the website for any reason please contact Rev’d Louise Bishop on
07974 018160 who will accept your booking. Please note that only one booking per
household is required!
For further information and to get notice before the booking pages go live please don’t
forget to read the special newsletter sent on Thursday.

Sunday collections

There is a plate for collecting cash and cheques at the Sunday services but there are
alternatives The first is the Parish Giving scheme which allows both one-off and regular
donations: forms are available from the Parish Office or you can set your donation up

by phone on 0333 002 1271. You can also make a one-off donation online using
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/222966f7-df14-4f4a-bab4-f2384c738220.

The Forgiving Prince – Joseph and his brothers

We have now added the story of “the Forgiving
Prince” read by Juliet Marsh to our Facebook Page
especially for children and the young at heart.

The bells at St James’
When the Church of England Recovery Group announced that church services could
resume from July 4th, this initially included bell ringing.
Great efforts were made to check the eight bells, sweep up the spiderwebs and muster
a willing band. All duly accomplished, we were ready to go until a last-minute
announcement on the afternoon of Friday 3rd July prevented us.
Public Health England wanted to make specific guidelines for a safe return to the tower,
for which we are still waiting. Our activities are largely a mystery to the general public,
hidden as we are several feet above the nave. When they consulted with the Central
Council of Church Bell Ringers, they realised the multifaceted risks we could encounter,
and more time was needed to ensure our safety.
We had been advised of several conditions including: a maximum 15 minutes ringing,
all windows open, 2 metres between ringers, no practices and no learners along with
more general advice.
So, we are hoping that on a Sunday morning, in the not too distant future, we shall be
able to awaken the parish with a short burst of 3 or 4 bells.
We will be back...
Linda Strange
Tower Secretary

Introducing Phil Barnes
Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St
James’ a little better.
Phil came to Esher at the time of his first marriage at the age of 23.
Later, after they had both spent years bringing up children alone, Phil
married Sue and they started a life together with a houseful of children.
Phil works as a Mobile Telecoms Engineer, firstly for Orange and until
recently for Nokia. He has been a member of St James' church since
his son David was confirmed in the mid 1990's. He was soon spotted
by Christine Best as a potential candidate for the church choir and still
a member 27 years later. Phil is a former church warden, is currently on the church
properties committee and DIY team and serves as sound engineer for parish events
and the music night.
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job?
Singing in the choir, in the car and in the shower

Tell us something that few people know about you?
I set fire to the grass at the Reading Pop Festival while fixing a mobile phone mast and
had to call the fire brigade . My colleagues then renamed me "Mr Firestarter"

Everly Brothers or Led Zeppelin?
Somewhere in the Middle - ELO, especially JUNGLE ROCK

Favourite wise words/inspiring quote
Moderation In all things

Where did you grow up?
Ilford (East London)

Best memory of childhood years?
Spending time with my Dad doing DIY and having Bonfires especially on Good Friday

If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who
would it be, and why?
Not sure if he counts but I would have liked to meet Nelson Mandela. I was always
impressed that he seemed able to forgive his persecutors and move forward without
blame.
I am not sure I possess the same qualities

Favourite holiday destination?
As a child we went to Walton on the Naze every year until I was 11 years old.We stayed
in the same boarding house and rented a beach hut called Bimbo

When are you happiest?
When I am singing "I was Glad" by Hubert Parry

One wish for yourself?
There are so many things I wish I had talked to my Dad about, technical things he could
have taught me, history of our family and that I loved him.
Thank you, Phil, now who shall we interview next week? Or is there anyone willing to
volunteer?
______________________________________________________________________

Your Prayers are requested
And you might like to light a candle here as you pray. [Howard can you insert the link
from last week please?]
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are
given, for data protection reasons):

Amelie, Eileen, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Claus,
Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley,
Wendy, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Gill, Ted, Roy, Janet,
John
Please especially remember Jane and Josh Cheasley and Ian McCaw in your prayers.

Daily Hope – a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all.
Please do pass this information onto those who would appreciate it.

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook
can be made available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please
contact Chas, Jill or Annabelle to request a copy.

Submitted by J. Yeomans Esq.
Walking through the forest, an atheist hears a rustling in the bushes. Turning, he sees a
massive grizzly charging towards him! He runs as fast as he can but trips over a stump
and falls. As the bear raises a huge paw to strike, the atheist screams: "God! Help me!"

Time freezes. The bear becomes immobile, the forest is silent, and the river stops
running. Then the atheist hears a powerful voice: "You have denied my existence for
years, taught others I don't exist and credited my creation to a cosmic accident. Why
should I help you?"
"It would be hypocritical to ask you to show mercy on me," the atheist agrees. "But
perhaps you could make the bear a Christian?"
At that, the noise of the forest resumes, the river resumes its flow and the bear drops to
its knees, brings its paws together, and says, "For what I am about to receive, may the
Lord make me truly thankful."

Endnotes
We are producing daily videos, including a thought for the day on Wednesdays and a
Eucharist on Sundays. News and further information is also available online.
Find us:
on Facebook
on You Tube
on our website
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access
electronic communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will
arrange it.
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of
the following will arrange an introduction:
Chas Burston chasburston@yahoo.co.uk 01932 831837
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.

This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are
the Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and the
Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed.

