Newsletter Friday 10 July 2020

Welcome to the weekly St James’ newsletter.

The collect and readings for the fifth Sunday after Trinity.

Almighty God,
send down upon your Church
the riches of your Spirit,
and kindle in all who minister the gospel
your countless gifts of grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Romans 8, verses 1-11
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
Matthew 1, verses 1-9 & 18-23
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach.
And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on

rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no
depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
Let anyone with ears listen!’
‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what
was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately
falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’

Private prayer at St James’.
The church remains open for private prayer Monday to
Saturday from 9am to 12.30pm. There continues to be a
steady flow of visitors, so if you are in the town and have a
few minutes to spare why not go into church and enjoy the
peace, quiet and coolness the building has to offer?
We are also extremely grateful to members of the parish
who have volunteered to be ‘church sitters’ whilst the
church is open. Visitors appreciate that there is a welcome
when they visit St James’ and the ‘sitters’ also play a vital
role, just keeping an eye on things! If anyone would like to
get involved and join this team, please do get in touch.

Sunday Services….
Please don’t forget to read the special newsletter sent on Thursday giving all the details for this
Sunday’s services, how to book a space, what it will look like etc.
….and Sunday collections.

Like many things today we have gone online, with new ways to donate either regularly through
the Parish Giving Scheme or through our online donation point which can be found on our
website or by scanning the QR code below.

Cash and cheques are still accepted, but online ways of giving are preferred if possible.
Running Away, the story of the lost son.

We have now added the story of “Running Away” to our Facebook Page especially for children
and the young at heart. A different story will be added weekly and we welcome suggestions of
stories to read for you.

Foodbank Reminder

Runnymede and Weybridge Foodbank continues to support a high number of families,
operating a revised “home delivery” service to keep everyone safe during the pandemic.
Several members of the St James church family are volunteering at its operations hub in Egham:
sorting food, undertaking deliveries to clients, maintaining phone support to clients, and
delivering donations given at supermarkets to the warehouse.
All of this support could not happen without generous public support to the Foodbank, either
by way of monetary donations or foodstuffs put into the donation bins at local supermarkets.
Many more supermarkets have stepped up to receive donations, making it convenient to add
an extra item or two to your shop, popping them in a donation point as you leave. If you can’t
find the donation point please ask, it will be somewhere!
Current warehouse shortages are; Sponge puddings, tinned rice pudding, tinned/tetrapak
custard, tinned spaghetti, tinned meatballs, tinned beef casserole or curry, tinned vegetable
curry and bottles of squash.
Thank you for any donations you are able to give at this time, they are very much appreciated.

Have you ever wondered who is Willm of Wykeham?

And where he is in St James? A hint, take a look at the left most carving on the All Souls reredos
above the altar. I must admit to finding this part of the church fascinating, it is so different to
the rest of the church, and you wonder why these particular set of men were chosen.
William of Wykeham (1324-1404) was both Bishop of Winchester and Chancellor of England
and is perhaps also known for his personal motto of “Manners makyth man”. Hailing from
Hampshire, he had a close connection to Windsor Castle throughout his life overseeing
rebuilding and repairs. Ordained in 1362, his many livings, given as crown gifts, enabled him to
build his fortune whilst also undertaking a career at court.
He was one of the richest men in England at his death but was known for his generosity in
supporting poor scholars studying in Oxford. His used his personal fortune to both found and
then endow New College, Oxford, and Winchester School. He is buried in Winchester Cathedral.
Louise

Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James

Gretchen is an American, from St. Louis, Missouri who has lived in the UK since 2016.
She works for Enterprise Rent-A-Car managing employee benefits. She has no spouse/children
but does have a friendly kitty named Esmerelda. Gretchen is a sidesperson; member of PCC; a
member of the Comms team and Foundation Governor at St. James’ Primary School. She has
been managing the project to have parishioners read Bible Stories to post online during
lockdown.

What is one thing you love doing outside your day job?
Learning something new and/or being creative - travel, tours, baking, making jewellery,
knitting, paper crafting.
Tell us something that few people know about you?
I lived in Japan for 5 years.
The Beatles or the Stones?
A little of both ... (don’t seek out either, but won’t change channels if they come on the radio)
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote
If you don’t like something, change it. If you can’t change it, change the way you think about it!
This is one of my favourites (from St. Louis artist Mary Engelbreit)

Where did you grow up?
All over ... I’m an Air Force “brat”. Lived in 6 US states and Japan before I was 18 years old.
“Home” is now St. Louis, Missouri.
Best memory of childhood years?
Living in a little one road town in Pennsylvania when I was primary school age – loved playing in
the creek, climbing apple trees, ice skating on frozen ponds ... not a care in the world!
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be,
and why?
Noah ... didn’t care what others thought, faith led him to undertake a colossal project because
he believed and cared.
Favourite holiday destination?
Loved Firenze, Italy ... but really, whichever is next!
When are you happiest?
When I’m with family and friends – love to laugh. When I’m with my sister we always get the
giggles ... love making her laugh until, well ... you know! "
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The importance of laughter is underrated.

One wish for yourself?
That I can make a positive difference in someone’s life, even if only something small.
Thank you, Gretchen, now who shall we interview next week?
______________________________________________________________________________
Your Prayers are requested,
And you might like to light a candle here as you pray. [Howard can you insert the link from last
week please?]
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for
data protection reasons):
Amelie

Clive

Eileen

Shirley

Robin

Wendy

Sally

Penny

Olivia

Mike

John

Robert

Barbara

Janet

Janet

Jennifer

Margaret

Keith

Trevor

Ian

Camille

Clive

Gladys

Gill

Claus

Ted

Suzy

Roy

Denny

Janet

Sid
Please especially remember Jane and Josh Cheasley, and Ian McCaw in your prayers.

Daily Hope – a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do
pass this information onto those who would appreciate it.

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or
Annabelle to request a copy.
Submitted by J. Yeomans Esq.
Vacationing in Hawaii, two priests decide to wear casual clothes, so they won't be identified as
clergy. They buy Hawaiian shirts and sandals, and soon hit the beach. They notice a gorgeous
blonde in a tiny bikini. "Good afternoon, Fathers," she says as she strolls by.
The men are stunned. How does she know they're clergy? Later they buy even wilder attire:
surfer shorts, tie-dyed T-shirts, and dark glasses. The next day, they return to the beach. The
same fabulous blonde, now wearing a string bikini, passes by, nods politely at them, and says,
"Good morning, Fathers."
"Just a minute, young lady," says one of the priests. "We are priests and proud of it, but how in
the world did you know?"
"Don't you recognize me? I'm Sister Kathryn from the convent."
Endnotes
We are producing daily videos, including a thought for the day on Wednesdays and a Eucharist
on Sundays. News and further information is also available online.
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk
Please print and deliver a copy of this newsletter to people you know who can’t access
electronic communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it.
A more print friendly version of this newsletter can be downloaded here.
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the
following will arrange an introduction:
Chas Burston chasburston@yahoo.co.uk 01932 831837
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.
______________________________________________________________________________

This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are the
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and the Reverend
Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed.

