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1.

Introduction

1.1

This feasibility report was commissioned by the PCC of St James’ Church to review the
potential for improving facilities at the church and adjacent hall. The format follows the
recommendations of the Church Buildings Council website. For details of the existing church
and our proposals please also refer to separate drawings. In accordance with the CBC format,
the Statements of Needs and Significance included within this document relate to the specific
proposals currently under consideration
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2.

Statement of Significance
Brief history and description of the church buildings, contents, churchyard and
setting

2.1

The Church

2.1.1 St James’ church was designed by John Loughborough Pearson in four major phases, between
1848 and 1889, and encompasses the full range of the architect’s stylistic development from
austere Early English inspiration to a richly ornate language. It replaced an earlier church on
the site built in the 12th century and possibly pre-conquest. An additional south aisle was
added by Pearson in 1864. The building comprises nave, chancel, north and south aisles and
the later south outer aisle.
2.1.2 The internal layout was designed for high church liturgy, with richly decorated chancel and
collegiate style choir stalls. Although the bulk of the original Victorian pews have been
retained, they have been removed in a number of areas and the original floor tiles replaced
with a machine-made product.
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2.1.3 A number of memorials which pre-date the current church building have been displayed
internally on the walls at the base of the tower.

2.1.4 In recent years a modern lighting scheme has been installed in the church. The nave floor
has been raised at the east end to create a setting for worship focussed on a contemporary
nave communion table with matching furniture.
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2.1.5 Church halls of undistinguished design, by B & N Westwood Piet & Partners, were built in
1965-6 to the south of the church and extended in the late 1990’s. Vehicle and pedestrian
access to the site from the town centre car park to the east of the church is via utilitarian
security gates and the church car park.
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2.1.6 The large churchyard retains many headstones set amongst mature trees. To the east of the
church a part of the old rectory garden has been added to the church grounds. This tranquil
garden has a lawn enclosed by shrubs and trees.
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2.2

The Significance of the Church

Special architectural and historical interest
2.2.1 The architectural and historical importance of the church as an intact example of Pearson’s
early work with later additions added by the architect over a period of more than 40 years is
recognised in its Grade 2* Listing. (See Appendix for full listing description). Arguably this
early work is not of the same stature as his later buildings, such as St Augustine’s, Kilburn
and Truro Cathedral, or additions to Bristol and Wakefield Cathedrals. Pearson’s final
intervention at St James’ is a significant example of his mature style: the richly ornate chancel,
decorated in over 20 types of coloured marble, with fine pulpit and sedilia. Apart from the
choir stalls, the original Victorian pews are not of great quality, although their ordered
character is an integral part of Pearson’s original design.
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2.2.2

Significance:
The church building is listed Grade II* as a building of architectural and historic
importance. In addition, five gravestones and monuments within the churchyard are listed
Grade II. The following is considered significant with regard to the building and place of St
James’ Church:
•

‘High’ Significance:
- The chancel as an important example of Pearson’s mature style.

•

‘Moderate-High’ Significance:
- The church as a whole, being complete and representative of Pearson’s work.
- The church in its churchyard setting as a major contribution to the townscape and
amenity of Weybridge.
- The outer south aisle interior.
- The monument to Frederica, Duchess of York.

•

‘Moderate’ Significance:
- The musical tradition.
- The bell ringing tradition.
- The liturgical and secular use of the church.
- Active church and community use of the halls.

•

‘Low-Moderate’ Significance:
- The pews within the nave and aisles are not considered to be of any special merit,
but do contribute to the structured aesthetic of Pearson’s interiors
- The archaeological potential on site.

•

‘Low Significance’:
- The original designs for the hall.
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2.3

Assessment of the Impact of the Proposals on the Significance defined
in Section 2

2.3.1 The liturgical culture at St James’ continues to be sympathetic to the fine interior that Pearson
created. A choir of over 30 continues the choral tradition at the church, supported by a pipe
organ that incorporates elements of the original Victorian instrument. While it is not proposed
to change this happy union of liturgy and architecture, new ways of using the nave, north
and south aisles are currently frustrated by the fixed pews. Use of the new raised area at the
east end of the nave has demonstrated that although the liturgical benefit of the nave altar is
welcomed, the relatively narrow width restricts more imaginative forms of worship, such as
dance or musical performance .
9

2.3.2 In an acknowledgement of the important contribution of the pews to the character of the
interior, it is proposed to retain them in the All Souls’ Chapel (south outer aisle). Elsewhere
it is proposed that they should be replaced with movable benches. For both worship and
cultural events, it is anticipated that the layout of benches will be similar to that of the pews.
For other activities, such as parish meals, it will be possible to use them to seat diners or to
clear them altogether.
2.3.3 The modern raised chancel extension at the east end of the nave also restricts use for activities
like choral concerts. In response to this, it is proposed to raise the floor at the east ends of the
north and south aisles, creating a simple raised level that can be used by concert performers
or worship in the round. A short, glass sided ramp would provide step-free access to all of
the east end, with the exception of the choir stalls.
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2.3.4 It is proposed to relocate the font further to the west, creating more room for nave seating,
but still allowing the congregation to simply turn around for baptisms held during the service.
2.3.5 Along with removal of the fixed pews and associated platforms and it is proposed to provide
a new floor with underfloor heating. The material and finish have yet to be confirmed, but a
warm toned stone is the preferred option.

Subject to tests and costings, it is proposed to remove the bland paint finish which masks the
fine original chalk ashlar walls and painted script around arches.

2.3.6 Projection onto a drop-down screen located to the east of the chancel arch from a longthrow projector mounted at the foot of the west tower window.
2.3.7 The replacement of modern glass and metal outer porch doors with a more transparent design
with associated internal lighting will facilitate views to the interior.
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Step-free access will be provided to the north & south porches by means of ramped timber
floors with a barrier matting finish. This will allow the removal of the unsightly ad hoc ramp
in the north porch. Although there is a modern ramped access to the exterior of the south
porch, a step at the internal threshold means that a temporary ramp must be used to enable
wheelchair users to gain access to the church. In both porches it is proposed to retain the
stone benches and original tiled floor. The tiled floor would be concealed under the timber
deck and mat-well.

2.3.8 The addition of a cabinet containing a sink and tea point at the west end of the south outer
aisle is considered to have minimal impact on the church interior.
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3.

Statement of Needs

3.1

General Information

3.1.1 Worship at St James’ currently takes place as follows:
Sunday:
8 am Holy Eucharist, Said, All Souls' Chapel, eastward facing - 20 Communicants
10 am Family Eucharist (1st Sundays) with Holy Baptisms - 4 Baptizands, 190 Communicants
10 am Parish Eucharist (2nd ,3rd,4th,& 5th Sundays -Parish Eucharist, sung, with sermon, and
Sunday School in at the start and blessed at the end. 165 Communicants, and about 8 - 14
children in Sunday School.
Occasional Baptisms after the 10 am
6 pm Holy Eucharist, informal, said, no sermon but (often lively) discussion, gathered round
table on carpet, anything from 7-14 Communicants.
Annual Parochial Church Meeting held last Sunday in April, in Church, after the 10 am.
Wednesdays:
10 am Holy Eucharist, All Souls' Chapel, 16-25 Communicants
Coffee sometimes after this in Church.
Occasional Services:
e.g. Funerals, Weddings, Special Services for Dementia Sufferers and Carers
Christmas Eve Crib Services: 3pm and 5 pm
11.30 pm Midnight Mass of the Nativity. usually 280 Communicants
Christmas Day around 350 Communicants
Holy Week and Easter: Services every day, mostly evenings.
Easter Day: Dawn Eucharist (6 am) with Bonfire outside etc., usually 4 or 5 Baptisms and
around 200 Communicants.
Easter Day 10 am - full house, around 300 Communicants
Occasional: craft Days for children, flower fests, concerts, school concerts and seasonal
services.
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3.1.2 Current Activities in the Main Hall:
Regular users:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Merry-Go-Round pre-school activities for carers and children (Mon-Fri).
Perform (Mon)
Zumba (Mon)
Ballet (Tues & Thurs)
Weybridge Male Voice Choir (Tues)
Mothers’ Union (Tues)
Brownies (Tues)
WSD (Weds)
Yoga (Thurs)
Weybridge Society (Thurs)
Music Night (Fri)
Coffee (Sun)

Occasional users:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Weybridge Society
Heathside School
Aquais
NHS
Children’s Society
Sr Georges Cons
Campaign
FOSJ
Samaritans
Elmbridge BC
Workers’ Educational Association
Sds
EYT
Flu Clinics
Christingle
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3.1.3 Current Activities in the Small Hall
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creation Station (Monday)
NCT (Monday)
Mrs Patel’s Playgroup (Tuesday)
Hand bells (Tuesday)
Pilates (Wednesday)
RSPB (Wednesday)
Weightwatchers (Thursday)
Yoga (Thursday)
Weyward (Thursday)
Baby ballet (Friday)

Occasional users:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

NHS
PCC
Weybridge Male Voice Choir
Footsteps
SDS (?)
Care
Children’s Society
Props
Emmaus
FOSJ (Fathers of St Joseph?)
Women’s Institute
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3.2

Needs

3.2.1 Brief - see attached (Appendix 3)
• Facilitate the use of the church for a wider variety of liturgical forms.
• Make the church available for the parish and local people as a venue for cultural and
social events.
• Make the church more accessible to people with restricted mobility.
• Make the interior of the church more visible from the outside.
• Improve the comfort of seating.
• Improve the building services: heating, lighting and audio visual, to facilitate a wider range
of liturgical and other uses.
• Provide tea and coffee.

3.2.2 Halls
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improve sustainability: roof insulation and thermal performance of main hall windows.
Improve daylight levels to main hall
Renew floor finishes generally
A more generous entrance to the main hall
More storage
Improve the kitchen facilities
Redecorate the interior
Improve rainwater drainage

3.2.3 Church Environs
• Improve the amenity of the churchyard
• Improve signage and notice boards
• Improve appearance and access from the public car park
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3.3

The Proposals
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3.3.1 The Church (refer to Dwg 693055/GA/101)
• Replace pews with stackable benches in the nave and north and south aisles (pews and
the associated timber platform floor will be retained in the south outer aisle).
• Provide new floor and underfloor heating in the nave, north and south aisles.
• Remove existing temporary ramps and provide permanent full-width ramped floor in north
and south porches to allow step-free access.
• Replace modern glass and steel doors with more transparent glazed doors.
• Upgrade lighting system to allow performance lighting to be brought in.
• Provide projector at foot of west window and drop-down projection screen to the east of
the chancel arch.
• Raise the floor level at the east end of the north and south aisles to align with the existing
chancel.
• Remove paint from original ashlar internal walls.
• Reinstate Victorian painted script around arches.
• Provide glass-sided ramp in south aisle to connect principle levels of nave and chancel.
• Provide tea station at west end of south outer aisle, contained within joinery cabinet
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•

3.3.2 The Halls (refer to Dwg 693055/GA/101)
• Repair roof, incorporating thermal insulation.
• Remove concrete mullions and replace glazing of main hall windows, improving light
transmission and thermal performance.
• Extend main hall entrance to provide more generous space and storage.
• Extend small hall foyer storage.
• Renovate theatre sliding doors.
• Replace existing garage with a larger pre-fabricated storage building.
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Appendix 1. Listing Description
Church of St James
List Entry Summary
This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as
amended for its special architectural or historic interest.
Name: Church of St James
List entry Number: 1188363
Location: Church of St James, Church Street. The building may lie within the boundary of more than
one authority.
County: Surrey
District: Elmbridge
District Type: District Authority
Parish:
National Park: Not applicable to this List entry
Grade: II*
Date first listed: 19-Oct-1951
Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry

Legacy System Information
The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.
Legacy System: LBS
UID: 286648

Asset Groupings
This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings are not part of the
official record but are added later for information.

List entry Description
Summary of Building
Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation
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Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History
Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details
TQ 06 SE Borough of Elmbridge Church Street
Weybridge
4/85 Church of St. James 19.10.51 GV II*
Church. 1848 with additional aisle to south of 1864 by J.L. Pearson. Coursed rubble stone with stone
dressings, plain tiled roof with stone gable copings and crosses. Stone broach spire with iron
weathervane. Decorated style, 2 stage, to west nave with aisles, 2 to south, north porch and chancel
to east. Gargoyles to first stage of tower, clock faces to east and west sides. Decorated tracery to
windows.
Interior: Tiled floor with 5 bay nave arcades on round piers. Quatrefoil patterned clerestory windows
above. Principal roof rafters on carved angel supports.
Fittings: Polychrome marbles to chancel, over 20 types used, rich gold and red mosaics to chancel
walls. Double Piscina to south chancel wall with red marble base, similar red marble seats to sedilia.
Very rich high altar with marble reredos under crocketed finials depicting scenes from the life of
Christ. Marble dado screen across chancel arch. Carved wooden pulpit, octagonal stone decorated
font. South aisle chapel: wooden reredos on black and white stone floor to east altar.
Monuments: West tower wall (south). Brass to John Woulde. Died 1598. Standing figure with wives
to either side in profile, crests above. Mary Gwyn. Died 1840. Grey ground, white stone rectangle
with volute scrolls to sides, supporting a cornice band with crucifix, corn stalk and chalice to top.
Frederica, Duchess of York by F. Chantrey in 1823. Grey ground obelisk, stone stele with segmental
pediment above, circlet of stars to obelisk shaft, kneeling female figure in profile below, crown at
her feet. Inscription and all brackets below with decorative band. Hannah Hancock. Died 1805.
Grey stone ground with pediment and acroteria. Semi- circular niche with flower carving over open,
inscribed, book. Tower wall (north): Lydia Maplesloft. Died 1765. Black and grey marble obelisk on
plinth with inset white stone inscription in copper plate. White stone urn and cartouche above, all
on brackets. Thomas Hapson. Died 1717. Grey stone ground on gadrooned apron with cherub's
head entablature and broken segmental pediment above. Central cartouche. White stone inscription
breaking forward to centre. George mangles 1810. Grey ground, white stone inscribed plinth, chest
tomb above. Fluted to ends, triangle with sun's above. C15 brasses- 3 skeletons 2 feet high with texts
between, head missing on left hand figure. Brass to Humphrey Athick. Died 1642. Rectangle with
coat of arms. Brass to Thomas Inwood. 1586. Five kneeling figures, wives to left, children
accompanying them.
Listing NGR: TQ0722164736

Selected Sources
Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details
National Grid Reference: TQ 07221 64736
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Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2016. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100024900.
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions Limited 2016. All rights reserved. Licence number 102006.006.

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale. For a copy of the full
scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1188363 .pdf
This copy shows the entry on 11-Jan-2016 at 10:38:29.
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1.

Introduction

1.1

This document sets out the historical development and significance of the building and place
of St James’ Church, Weybridge, Surrey.

1.2

The Statement of Significance is designed to be a tool which will allow the careful management
of change within or associated with St James’ Church, Weybridge, Surrey.

Summary
1.3

St James’ Church, Weybridge is listed Grade II* as a building of architectural and historical
importance. Five gravestones or monuments are also listed Grade II. The church forms part
of the extensive body of work undertaken by the Victorian architect, Sir John Loughborough
Pearson and represents an important example of his early body of work. The chancel and
Sanctuary internally are of outstanding significance, whilst the overall design and setting
externally is also significant.

Background
1.4

This document has been written in the context of proposals to carry out a feasibility study
reviewing the future use of the church and hall buildings.

1.5

The Statement has been drawn up by John Bailey of Thomas Ford & Partners in 2015 and will
be submitted to the DAC, Historic England and the national amenity societies and the PCC.

Understanding the Site
1.6

Weybridge, Surrey is located at the lowest crossing point of the River Wey before it enters the
River Thames. It lies just north of the M25 and on the main commuter railway line from
Guildford to London.

1.7

St James’ Church stands within a substantial churchyard at the junction of Balfour Road,
Church Street and Heath Road.

2.

History of Weybridge

2.1

There has been a settlement in the Weybridge area since Neolithic times centred on the river
Wey. While early habitation is known at St George’s Hill, Brooklands and Oatland where
Neolithic and Bronze Age settlements are recorded, only isolated material appears to have
been found in Weybridge itself.

2.2

We are told that in 666 at the foundation of Chertsey Abbey, land at “Biflete and Weybrigge”
was granted to the Abbey. This clearly implies the bridge at Weybridge was in existence,
making it a vital crossing point. The Abbey sold its interests in Weybridge to Newark Priory in
the early 13th century.

2.3

At Domesday the Bishop of Bayeux held Weybridge, having appropriated it from two sisters
who held the manor in 1066. Along with land held by Chertsey Abbey and an Englishman
(Saxon) we get the impression of a small community, not necessarily of great value.
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2.4

The bridge over the river Wey is recorded in 1284 but the village itself appears to have been
of little value. In 1537 King Henry VIII built Oatlands (later demolished). In the 17th century
the Diggers were campaigning over land ownership and were active in the area in 1649. The
river Wey navigation was completed in 1653.

2.5

By 1831 the population of Weybridge was still only 930, however the arrival of the railway in
1838 was to change this. By 1851 the population was already 1,200; by 1891 it had risen to
3,944 and by 1900 to 5,300. By 2011 the population of Weybridge was 15,449 making it a
substantial commuter town serving London.

2.6

In 1894 the funeral of the Duke of Paris took place in Weybridge and Weybridge became a
town in 1895. Nearby Brooklands became famous as an aircraft manufacturing centre and
motor racing centre in the 20th century.

3.

Architectural Development of St James’ Church

3.1

We have a drawing prepared by Cracklow which shows the medieval parish church. This 19th
century illustration shows a small, probably early medieval building with added South Aisle,
eastern Chapels and small western bellcote. It is likely the building had its origins in the 12th
century (recorded as belonging to Chertsey Abbey in 1175), but nothing of this building
survives today. The tomb of Frederica, Duchess of York is said to stand on the east end of this
church, north of the present building (tomb dates 1823).

3.2

The present building is the product of four main phases of work in the 19th century. The church
was designed by the architect Sir John Loughborough Pearson and initially constructed in
1848. The first phase appears to have consisted of the nave with north and south aisles, western
tower (probably incomplete) and a short chancel. The spire was added in 1855 as a second
phase of work.

3.3

In 1865 Pearson undertook a radical alteration to the building with the addition of the outer
south aisle. This third phase is quite different in character internally to the first phase with
much higher quality fittings. In the 20th century the outer aisle was changed internally again,
to form a War Memorial.

3.4

The final phase of construction occurred in 1889 when the chancel was extended eastwards
and radically altered with the outstanding fittings and wall mosaics. This part of the building is
by far the most outstanding internally and of exceptional design and importance.

3.5

Externally, despite a 40-year construction period, the building has a remarkable unity of design.
Bargate stone is used exclusively for the external walling with Bath stone dressings. The
massing and proportion of the building is particularly fine.

3.6

In the 20th century the building underwent some significant changes. These included:
•

The probable relocation of the font out of the base of the tower or from the Outer
South Aisle.

•

The removal of pews from the west end of the nave and aisles generally, and the
replacement of tiles with a modern machine-made product.

•

The removal of pews at the east end of the nave and aisles and from the eastern
chapel, south of the chancel.

•

The installation of a stone dais west of the chancel arch in the nave in January 2000
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•

The internal walls of the nave and aisles have been decorated in modern paints,
hiding the ashlar chalk work and remnants of decorative texts.

•

A new internal lighting scheme was installed in the nave and aisles in August 2007.

•

New glass doors were installed to the north and south porches in March 2003.

4.

The Significance of St James’ Church within Pearson’s Oeuvre

4.1

John Loughborough Pearson’s work commences in Yorkshire and his church at Ellenker (1843)
is often quoted as his first substantial church commission. In 1848 he designed Holy Trinity
Church, Westminster and so St James’ Church, Weybridge has to be seen as an integral part of
his early body of work. This early work is characterised by simple interiors, good detailing and
simple, clean proportions. Another example of his early style is St Mary’s, Dalton Holme,
considered probably the best example of the period.

4.2

By the 1860s Pearson’s style of design was changing. The church at Titsey and St Peter’s,
Vauxhall (1864) were much more flamboyant and a range of architectural styles were used,
including Romanesque instead of Early English Gothic. The interiors are more decorative and
by the 1880s, for example his work at St Michael’s Croydon is mature and more refined. His
best church is often considered to be St Augustine’s, Kilburn (1871) which is a masterly
expression of medieval revival architecture.

4.3

Towards the end of his career he designed Truro Cathedral (1879-1910) but the building was
completed after his death in 1897 by his son. He also designed the eastern extensions to
Wakefield Cathedral, but again these were not completed until 1905, and the nave at Bristol
Cathedral. Both Truro and Wakefield Cathedrals are considered to be amongst his best work.

4.4

Pearson also undertook important conservation work, most notably at Chichester and
Peterborough Cathedrals. This was often criticised by bodies such as the SPAB but the general
opinion today is that his approach was correct.

4.5

The work at St James’ Church is put into the category of important but not outstanding work,
along with other contemporary projects such as All Saints’ Church, North Ferriby (1846) and
St Matthew’s Church, Landscove (1853). An interesting comparison can also be made between
St James’ Church and the parish church at Hersham (1883-85) also in the Diocese. Hersham is
less competent and fussier but still has a similar ground plan and external massing.

5.

Setting

5.1

St James’ Church stands on a prominent site in the centre of modern Weybridge at the
intersection of Balfour Road, Church Street and Heath Road. The spire is a local landmark,
most notably from the west and south west as you approach the church but the trees within
the churchyard mask the building at close quarters. Seen from the municipal car park to the
east, the east end and spire are prominent. The church is less visible from the town centre to
the north and west, being screened from view by trees in the churchyard.

5.2

The churchyard is an important open space around the church but to the east of St James’ are
municipal gardens which are more significant.
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5.3

To the south of the church are the church halls, originally built by B & N Westwood, Piet &
Partners between 1965-66 they have been extended and altered. They are set apart from the
church building, allowing St James’ Church to be read as an isolated building.

6.

Fixtures & Fittings

6.1

St James’ Church has a number of monuments within it relating to the previous church which
were relocated. The most significant of these are the monument to Frederica, Duchess of York
and relocated post-medieval brasses, now wall mounted in the tower. The original brass ledger
stone is in the floor of the tower.

6.2

The outer south aisle is remarkably complete with fittings, although the pews have been
replaced and subsequently partly removed at the east end. Designated as a war memorial, the
space is known as All Soul’s Chapel.

6.3

The chancel is extraordinarily complete and is the most significant part of the building. It is
essentially untouched with wall and floor mosaics and a complete set of fittings.

6.4

The church has a modern tracker organ console located in the north eastern chapel.

6.5

The western tower has a ring of eight bells. Originally cast in 1875 by Mears & Stainback of
Whitechapel, they were restored in 1989.

7.

Archaeology

7.1

There has been a church on the site, certainly since the 12th century and potentially from the
pre-Conquest period. The medieval church stood to the north of the present building and while
it is likely archaeological evidence will survive, this is probably significantly compromised by
later burials on the site. The site also stands close to the crossing point of the river Wey and so
may well contain evidence of human habitation pre-dating the Christian period.

8.

Ecology

8.1

There has been no ecological or geological assessment of St James’ Church or the site
generally.

9.

Present Usage

9.1

The church is used daily and weekly for religious services. During major festivals it is full to
overflowing. The church has an outstanding musical tradition with more than 30 choristers.
Music, both sacred and secular, is of outstanding importance to the life of St James’ Church.

9.2

There has been a strong bell ringing tradition for over 130 years, with a current band of over
12 people.

9.3

The church and church hall are used daily for a wide range of secular events including
concerts. This is a vital and outstandingly important aspect of the building’s role.

27

Bibliography
Views of Surrey Churches
C J Cracklow
Reprint Phillimore & Co Ltd., 1979.
The Churches of Surrey
by Mervyn Blatch
Phillimore & Co Ltd., 1997.
The Buildings of England
Surrey
by Ian Nairn & Nikolaus Pevsner
Revised by Bridget Cherry
The Domesday Book
Surrey, Edited by Sarah Wood
Phillimore & Co Ltd., 1975.
The Archaeology of Surrey to 1540
Edited by Joanna Bird and D G Bird
Surrey Archaeological Society, 1987

28

Appendix 3. Brief
1.

Introduction

1.1

This Brief has been compiled during two briefing sessions with representatives of the parish
on Thursday 1st October 2015.

2.

The Church

2.1

The PCC and congregation are considering measures needed to ensure sustainable liturgical
and secular use of St James’ Church as well as to secure its financial future. The church
building is the largest space in Weybridge and the town’s most significant building. Although
St James’ has a significant role at the heart of the town, the PCC are aware of issues which
are impeding use of the building and putting at risk its future.

2.2

The PCC have assessed the present and desired future liturgical needs of St James’ Church:
•

At present worship follows the choral service tradition (choir of over 30) and a
traditional east-west liturgy, dictated by the Nave and Aisle layout.

•

Space cleared at the west end of the Nave previously is too small for any practical
use.

•

The Chapel of All Souls, in the outer South Aisle, is furnished with fixed pews and
well used for small formal services.

•

The Chancel is the most outstanding architectural feature of the building. The formal
collegiate layout, which also lends itself for small services, is accepted by the PCC.

•

A number of years ago a stone dais was constructed east of the Chancel arch to
bring the focus of worship westwards. This works well, but the inflexible Nave limits
use of the dais.

•

The PCC wish to see the Nave, with its original North and South Aisles, used in an
imaginative liturgical way. At present the pews prevent use of the dais for worship,
performance and dance.

•

The PCC feel a pressing need and a growing desire for a more imaginative liturgy,
which responds to a wider range of worshippers. The present seating prevents
worship in the round, imaginative seasonal and professional services, as well as
informal gatherings, such as café church and messy church.

•

The PCC wish to retain the fixed pew arrangement of the All Souls Chapel (outer
South Aisle) for more formal worship.

•

The PCC require the ability to serve tea and coffee.

•

As always, better and more storage is needed within the building.
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•

The PCC recognise that while the existing pews are uncomfortable and inflexible
they nonetheless contribute to the scale and structured character of the church
interior. Accordingly, they wish to replace the fixed pews with movable benches,
believing that these will be more in sympathy with the building than chairs would
be.

•

The PCC desire updated sound and vision facilities within the church and a flexible
approach to their use.

•

The PCC wish to see the existing modern lighting enhanced.

•

The PCC wish to see if some of the character of the 19th century interior of the Nave
and Aisles can be recreated, perhaps by at returning the walls to ashlar chalk block
(currently over-painted) and restoring the religious texts above the arches.

•

The PCC wish to see the Nave as an open space, so that mystery plays, harvest
suppers, children’s work and larger parish events can be held there. Currently the
Hall is really too small and does not have the same atmosphere or presence as the
church. In order to prevent over development of the church building, the PCC
recognise that the catering and toilet facilities would remain located in the adjacent
(but not joined) church halls.

•

Facilitating greater use of the Nave and Aisles is perceived by the PCC as being
essential for the continuing vitality of the church as a centre for Christian worship
as well as for local cultural and other activities.

The PCC also recognise that St James’ Church must be at the heart of the secular life of the
town if it is to survive. The building is already used for concerts by a wide variety of groups
and schools, but this is not expanding, and is at risk of declining because of a lack of space.
Challenges are as follows:
•

When the Weybridge male voice choir, other choirs and orchestras use the church,
the dais is too small to accommodate them and the pews restrict the surrounding
space available. This is becoming a threat to the continuing use of the building by
these and other organisations.

•

Although the church is already used for sound recording, greater use of the building
for this purpose would be possible if the Nave was clear.

•

Local schools use church for major services, but complain that there is no space for
their choirs and orchestras etc. They would come much more frequently if the space
was more responsive to their needs.

•

The PCC have piloted a film club and the Friends of St James’ would like to see this
as a regular event. Enhanced audio visual facilities are essential if this imaginative
service is to be offered.

•

The Hall complex is used daily by a Play Group and unavailable for small gatherings
and other events during the week. In addition the Hall is heavily used by community
groups during the evenings. If the church was available as a second space, the life of
the worshipping community could continue without having to turn these other
groups away.
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2.5

Other factors affect both liturgical and secular use:
•

The heating is generally poor within the church, both unresponsive and expensive to
run. If the church is to be more greatly used, a better heating system, perhaps an
underfloor system, should be considered.

•

The ability to bring in stage and other lighting.

•

A small space for personal worship and small meetings is required. This need not
necessarily be closed off from the building.

•

The existing glazed metal outer doors to the North and South Porches are closed and
forbidding. New glazed doors are considered to be essential if the church is to be
made more welcoming.

The PCC feel that the church building of St James’ Weybridge needs a viable liturgical,
secular and financial future at the heart of the town if it is to survive for future generations.
Based on compelling need and the significance of the church building, they feel that the
following approach should be adopted:
•

The Chancel left untouched as the most outstanding part of the interior.

•

The All Souls Chapel, in the outer South Aisle and added in 1864, should be left
intact for formal worship.

•

The Victorian decoration concepts of the interior of St James’ Church should, if
possible, be re-instated.

•

The Nave, north and south aisles need to be flexible, free of fixed furniture with
underfloor heating and access to power, sound and vision in all parts.

•

There needs to be a tea station within the church, but not a kitchen. The possibility
of a single toilet should be looked at but not essential.

•

The Nave, north and south aisles to have stackable and flexible benches, not chairs.

•

There needs to be a small worship/meeting space.

•

The font needs to be prominent, but not restrict use of the building.

•

The church will work in conjunction with the Hall complex for large events,
removing the need for toilet and kitchen facilities within the church building.

•

The outer doors of the church should be glazed to allow views and be less forbidding.
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3.

The Hall

3.1

The PCC recognises that the Hall complex is in need of refurbishment if it is to remain used
by the PCC and wider community. Originally built in the 1960’s and altered later, it
performs a vital role and is used as follows:
•

By the wider community for a wide range of groups - it is pivotal in the life of
Weybridge.

•

By a Play Group daily during term times.

•

By the PCC for church related groups and activities.

•

To provide toilet and catering facilities for major church events.

Without the Hall, the parish and wider community would not be able to function.
3.2

The Hall complex has a series of significant deficiencies which need to be addressed if it is
to remain in use and respond to the growing demand for use. It also needs to be upgraded,
so that it can be used in conjunction with the parish church for major events and mission.
This would reduce the need for the church building to be altered.

3.3

The following works are considered essential for the halls to remain viable and fully used:
•

Work to replace windows and concrete fins to increase light levels and insulation.

•

An extension to provide better storage and an entrance opposite the church South
Porch.

•

Insulate the roofs of the Hall and look at roof lights.

•

Insulate the stage roof, redecorate and service to create usable space.

•

Replace the stage doors with a sound proof alternative.

•

Replace the kitchen with full catering kitchen.

•

Refurbish floors throughout.

•

Upgrade main entrance.

•

Redecoration.

•

Drainage works, particularly rainwater.

•

Rewiring.
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